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first zone (214) of a given area to a selected mobile station
wherein the first paging message is sent at the beginning of
a paging interval (300). A base station (202-206) then
receives a response to the paging message when the mobile
station is in the first zone. When the response to the first
paging message is not received, a second paging message
(306) is sent in a second zone (216) of the given area. The
second paging message is sent at a first offset (308) from the
sending of the first paging message wherein this first offset
occurs less than one paging interval after the sending of the
first page message.
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1
METHOD FOR EFFECTIVE FAST
RE-PAGING IN A WIRELESS
COMMUNICATION NETWORK

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates generally to paging of
mobile stations in a wireless communication network and, in
particular, to an effective method for fast re-paging of the
mobile station within a paging interval.

BACKGROUND

In a wireless communication network, a mobile station
operates in at least two modes. In an active mode, the mobile
device is in active communications and is transmitting and
receiving messages with a base station. In a dormant mode,
the mobile device performs as few functions as possible,
including limiting the number of messages being transmitted
to the base station, in order that the mobile device conserves
battery power. As such, the mobile station may wake-up at
given periods of time to determine if a paging message is
being sent to it from the base station serving the cell in which
the mobile station is operating.

When a mobile device is in its dormant mode, the base
stations and other network infrastructure equipment may not
know the location of the mobile station because the mobile
station is not sending any messages for the network with
which the network can locate the mobile station. Accord-
ingly, there are known a number of different models in which
a mobile device is paged when it is dormant mode. One prior
art approach is to page the mobile over the entire paging
zone. This approach can be expensive in terms of paging
costs, battery resources and other network resources because
of' the size of the paging zone and the energy needed to page
over that area.

In another approach, the wireless communication network
uses a hierarchical model, as shown in FIG. 1, to page the
mobile stations. In this hierarchical model, the base station
begins by paging the mobile station only in the last known
zone at the first paging interval 102. As seen, the last known
zone is represented by bar 104. If the mobile station does not
respond, the base station then pages in neighboring areas,
represented by bars 106, 108, at a second paging interval
110, 112. The number of areas and the size of the paging
zones can be adjusted depending on resources and network
performance factors. This approach, however, can add a
large amount of delay in establishing communication when
the target mobile station is not in the last known zone. The
delay can be equal to an entire additional paging cycle or
more than one such cycle.

Alternatively, the mobile station can be placed in a tighter
mobility tracking mode. In this mode, the network uses
location services, such as global positioning services, to
determine the location of a mobile station. This approach
also consumes battery resources as well as access channel
capacity in performing the numerous updates needed to
locate the mobile station.

In addition, the mobile station or access terminal can
wake up very frequently, e.g. every 80 ms. This enables
hierarchical paging to reduce the number of pages that need
to be sent, but it can cause an issue for battery life.
Specifically, it can drain the battery approximately 30 times
faster where the mobiles paging interval normally is 2.4
seconds. Thus, it is not a viable to have a mobile wake up
more frequently in order to make hierarchical paging prac-
tical. In view of the foregoing, there is a need to overcome
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the deficiencies of the prior art in paging a mobile station. In
this way battery life can be conserved.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

The accompanying figures, where like reference numerals
refer to identical or functionally similar elements throughout
the separate views and which together with the detailed
description below are incorporated in and form part of the
specification, serve to further illustrate various embodiments
and to explain various principles and advantages all in
accordance with the present invention.

FIG. 1 is an example of a hierarchical paging system used
in the prior art.

FIG. 2 is an example of paging zones used in accordance
with some embodiments of the invention.

FIG. 3 is an example of the cascading paging system used
in accordance with some embodiments.

FIG. 4 is a flow diagram using the cascading paging
system used in accordance with some embodiments.

FIG. 5 is a flow diagram using the cascading paging
system when a mobile device is moving away from the last
known paging zone.

FIG. 6 is a flow diagram using the cascading paging
system when a mobile device is moving towards the last
known paging zone.

Skilled artisans will appreciate that elements in the figures
are illustrated for simplicity and clarity and have not nec-
essarily been drawn to scale. For example, the dimensions of
some of the elements in the figures may be exaggerated
relative to other elements to help to improve understanding
of embodiments of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Before describing in detail any embodiments, it should be
observed that the embodiments reside primarily in combi-
nations of method steps and apparatus components related to
a method of performing a fast re-page within a paging
interval of a wireless communication network. Accordingly,
the apparatus components and method steps have been
represented where appropriate by conventional symbols in
the drawings, showing only those specific details that are
pertinent to understanding the embodiments of the present
invention so as not to obscure the disclosure with details that
will be readily apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art
having the benefit of the description herein.

In this document, relational terms such as first and second,
top and bottom, and the like may be used solely to distin-
guish one entity or action from another entity or action
without necessarily requiring or implying any actual such
relationship or order between such entities or actions. The
terms “comprises,” “comprising,” or any other variation
thereof, are intended to cover a non-exclusive inclusion,
such that a process, method, article, or apparatus that com-
prises a list of elements does not include only those elements
but may include other elements not expressly listed or
inherent to such process, method, article, or apparatus. An
element proceeded by “comprises . . . a” does not, without
more constraints, preclude the existence of additional iden-
tical elements in the process, method, article, or apparatus
that comprises the element.

It will be appreciated that embodiments described herein
may be comprised of one or more conventional processors
and unique stored program instructions that control the one
or more processors to implement, in conjunction with cer-
tain non-processor circuits, some, most, or all of the func-
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tions of a method of performing a fast re-page within a
paging interval for the wireless communication network
described herein. The non-processor circuits may include,
but are not limited to, a radio receiver, a radio transmitter,
signal drivers, clock circuits, power source circuits, and user
input devices. As such, these functions may be interpreted as
steps of a method to perform the method of fast re-paging
during a paging interval. Alternatively, some or all functions
could be implemented by a state machine that has no stored
program instructions, or in one or more application specific
integrated circuits (ASICs), in which each function or some
combinations of certain of the functions are implemented as
custom logic. Of course, a combination of the two
approaches could be used. Thus, methods and means for
these functions have been described herein. Further, it is
expected that one of ordinary skill, notwithstanding possibly
significant effort and many design choices motivated by, for
example, available time, current technology, and economic
considerations, when guided by the concepts and principles
disclosed herein will be readily capable of generating such
software instructions and programs and ICs with minimal
experimentation.

In an embodiment, a method for paging a mobile station
where the mobile station may be in a dormant state is
described. The method begins by sending a first paging
message in a first zone of a given area to a selected mobile
station wherein the first paging message is sent at the
beginning of a paging interval. The first paging message is
sent by a base station or other network infrastructure com-
ponent because the network needs to wake-up the mobile
station from the dormant mode to the active mode in order
to send messages. The base station then receives a response
to the paging message when the mobile station is in the first
zone. When the response to the first paging message is not
received, a second paging message is sent in a second zone
of the given area. The second paging message is sent at a
first offset from the sending of the first paging message such
that the second paging message is sent within the paging
interval. In an embodiment, a third paging message is sent
in a third zone when a response to the second message is not
received. The third paging message is sent at a second offset
from the sending of the first paging message and is also sent
within the paging interval. The first zone and the second
zone can include a range that overlaps such that the first
paging message and the second paging message sent to the
range. Likewise the second zone and the third zone can have
a range that overlaps so that the second paging message and
the third paging message are sent to the range. The amount
of overlap between these regions may be set based on the
mobile’s anticipated level of mobility. An embodiment can
also include sending a subsequent paging message during a
second paging interval when the response is received to the
first paging message and at the first offset from the second
paging interval when the response is received to the second
paging message. Furthermore, in the preferred embodiment
the first and second offsets can be as long as 80 msecs., and
the paging interval is between 2 and 5 seconds.

The first zone includes a first group of sectors serviced by
a first group of base stations and where the mobile station is
most likely to be located, and the second zone includes a
second group of sectors serviced by a second group of base
stations where the mobile station is most likely to be located
when the mobile station is not in the first zone. The sectors
can be associated to one of the first zone and the second zone
according to one of a distance from the last reported paging
zone, time since a last report, presence of an overload
condition indicator, signal strength of mobile stations with
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the first zone and the second zone and the likelihood a
mobile station will receive a page. The information as to
which sectors or regions are in which zone can be conveyed
through broadcast or unicast messaging from the base sta-
tion, and/or mobile station. This messaging may occur
during the mobiles previous routing area update. Additional
broadcast messages in each sector may indicate which zone
or location the mobile is in at that time.

In another embodiment, the method includes waking up a
mobile station from a sleep or dormant mode at the begin-
ning of a paging interval. When the mobile station is in the
active mode, the mobile station determines if a first paging
message is being received at the beginning of the paging
interval, and a response is sent when the first paging
message is received at the beginning of the paging interval.
When the first paging message is not received at the begin-
ning of the paging interval, the method continues and
includes determining if a second paging message is being
received at a first offset from the paging interval. As stated,
the first offset is within the paging interval. When the second
paging message is received at the first offset, a response is
sent to the base station. The method continues with receiving
a subsequent paging message at a time equal to the paging
interval from the beginning of the paging interval when the
first paging message is received and from the first offset
when the second paging message is received.

In yet another embodiment, a method begins by waking
up a mobile station from a sleep mode at the beginning of the
first paging interval. The method continues by determining
if a first paging message is received at a first offset from the
paging interval. The first offset is within the paging interval.
When the first paging message is not received, the method
determines if a second paging message is received at a
second offset from the paging interval. When the second
paging is not received, it is determined if a third paging
message is received at a second paging interval, which is at
a time equal to the paging interval from the first paging
interval. The method then sends a response when the third
paging message received.

Turning to FIG. 2, a wireless communication network 200
is shown. The network includes a plurality of different
communication devices including base stations 202-206 and
mobile stations 208-212. the base stations 202-206 as well
as other infrastructure components (not shown) that provide
wireless communication capabilities for mobile stations
208-212 that operate within the network. The mobile sta-
tions 208-212 operate in an active mode in which they
transmit and receive messages with one of the base stations
202-206. Each base station transmits and receives messages
in a given sector, or cell, to and from the mobile stations
208-212 that operate in that cell. Thus, when a call is made
or received by a mobile station, the messages that a part of
that call are transmitted and received to the base station that
services the sector in which the mobile station is operating.

When the mobile station 208-212 is not actively on a call,
and therefore not transmitting and receiving messages, it can
conserve battery power by being in a sleep or dormant mode.
In this mode, the mobile station 208-212 does not perform
all operations that are required by the active mode. The
mobile station 208-212 will wake-up from the sleep mode to
operate in the active mode when it desires to initiate com-
munications. In addition, the mobile station 208-212 will
periodically wake-up from the sleep mode to determine if a
paging message is being sent from a base station. In this
scenario, the mobile station 208-212 wakes-up for a short
period of time at a given interval, referred to as the paging
interval, to listen for a paging message. The paging interval
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ranges from around 3 seconds to 5 seconds. A mobile station
can wake up with a shorter paging interval. This will result
in reduced paging latency but will drain the mobiles battery
life faster, In this embodiment, the mobile station can be
configured to tolerate one paging interval of paging delay,
where that paging interval is between two and five seconds.
In view of these needs, paging messages are sent from the
base station at a given paging interval of between 3 and 5
seconds.

In an embodiment, the base stations 202-206 are grouped
into various zones 214-218 such that each zone includes a
number of sectors or cells that are serviced by the base
stations within that zone. As seen, the first zone 214 does not
overlap with the second zone and the third zone does not
overlap with the second zone. As described below, however,
an overlap zones can be configured between the first zone
and the second zone and between the second zone and the
third zone such that in the overlap zones a mobile station is
simultaneously in both the first and the second zone or
second and third zone. In addition, a base station from the
first zone and the second zone provides service to the
overlap zone. The zones are grouped according to different
criteria including distance from a central location in the
network 200. The base stations 202-206 can be grouped
according to other criteria including time since a last report
that a base station receives a message from a mobile station,
presence of an overload condition indicator within the
sectors forming the zone, signal strength of mobile stations
within each of the sectors of the first zone and the second
zone, likelihood a mobile station will receive a page in that
sector, the battery life expectancy of the mobile stations in
the sector and membership of the zone or sector with a
higher priority paging group as understood to be a part of
802.16 standard communication systems.

When a mobile station wakes-up in any sector, it needs to
respond if the paging message is being sent, in order to
indicate to the base station that the mobile station is prepared
to transmit and receive messages. The mobile station desires
to wake-up only at the time when the base station or zone it
is located under or in, respectively, is sending paging mes-
sages to the zone or that sector. As a result, the mobile wakes
up at the paging offset after the next paging interval which
was the correct paging offset in the base station/zone where
the mobile station last observed itself being located. In
addition, the mobile stations are configured so that they
wake-up from the sleep mode at the paging intervals at the
paging offset which is appropriate based on the mobiles last
observation of its current zone. Because the mobile stations
are not always in the same location within the network 100
or the zones 214-216, the system/group of base stations try
to locate the mobile station. Thus, a mobile station may
wake-up at a designated paging interval but not receive a
paging message because the mobile station has moved from
one paging zone to another, and the paging offset appropriate
in the previous paging zone is not used in the new/current
paging zone.

By limiting the zones in which a paging message is
needed to be sent by a base station, paging capacity can be
conserved. In addition, battery life is conserved by limiting
the number of paging offsets per paging interval which the
mobile must monitor. Specifically, the mobile station moni-
tors the earliest or highest priority paging offset being used
for its current paging zone, which is based on the mobiles
last observation of its current paging zone. The mobile
station monitors one paging offset per paging interval. The
only exception being one extra wake-up when the mobile
wakes up and discovers that the earliest paging offset for the
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paging zone it was previously in, is not used in its new
current location. In this case, the mobile monitors the
earliest offset which is used in its new location.

For the mobile station to quickly receive the paging
message without having to always wait for the next paging
interval, an embodiment includes a fast re-paging method, or
cascading hierarchical paging method, as is shown in FIG.
3. FIG. 3 is a graph that demonstrates the timing and the
distance that a particular base station sends a paging mes-
sage to a particular mobile station. For example, a base
station 202 can be sending a paging message to any of the
mobile stations 208-212. Time is shown on the x-axis, and
distance is shown on the y-axis. When a base station needs
to send a paging message to a mobile station, a first paging
message 302 is sent at the beginning of paging interval,
where the paging interval can be between 3 and 5 seconds.
In general, the first paging message is always sent at the
beginning of the paging interval and not at other times
during the paging interval. The beginning of the paging
interval is timed such that the paging message is sent when
the mobile station wakes-up to receive the paging message.
The paging message is sent a given distance 304. The
distance 304 corresponds to the area of the first zone 214.
Thus, a first paging message is shown to be sent at the
beginning of the paging interval where the paging message
is sent in the first zone.

A second paging message 306 can be sent from the base
station 202 to one of the mobile stations 208-212. This
message is sent at a first paging offset 308 from the begin-
ning of the paging interval. The first paging offset is a time
that is less than the time of the paging interval such that the
first paging offset is within the paging interval. In an
embodiment, the first paging offset is approximately 80
msecs. The second paging message 306 is sent over a given
second distance 310 that is generally farther than the first
distance 304. The second distance 310 can correspond to the
second zone 216 such that the second paging message is not
sent to the complete first zone. Thus, a paging message is
sent to cover both the first zone and the second zone as
between the first paging message and the second paging
message.

A third paging message 312 can also be sent from the base
station 202 to one of the mobile stations 208-212. This
message is sent a second paging offset 314 from the first
paging offset. The duration of the second paging offset 314
can be equivalent to the duration of the first paging offset or
a different duration. Nonetheless, the second paging offset
314 is also a time that is less than the time of the paging
interval such that the second paging offset 314 is within the
paging interval. The third paging message 312 is sent over
a third distance 316 that is generally farther than the first and
second distances 304, 310. The third distance 316 can
correspond to the third zone 218 such that the third paging
message is not sent to the first zone 214 or the complete
second zone 216. Thus, a paging message sent to cover the
first, second and third zones as between the first, second and
third paging messages, respectively.

As seen in FIG. 3, there is a first overlap zone 318 of the
second zone 216 that covers an area of the first zone 214.
The first overlap zone 318 is arranged such that the first
paging message and the second paging message are sent to
this area. Thus, mobile stations that operate in the first
overlap zone can respond to the first paging message or the
second paging message depending on various criteria
including which signal is stronger. For example, the mobile
station may respond to the second paging signal if the
mobile station is moving from the first zone to the second
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zone. In this case, the mobile station may wake-up for
paging message 302, and discover that it is no longer within
the first paging zone. At this point, therefore, the mobile
station begins monitoring for paging message 306. In addi-
tion, there is a second overlap zone 320 for the third zone
218 that covers an area of the second zone 216. Like the first
overlap zone 318, the second overlap zone 320 is arranged
such that the second paging message and the third paging
message are sent to this area. Thus, mobile stations that
operate in the second overlap zone can respond to either of
the second or third paging message depending on network
configurations and network factors such as the direction in
which the mobile station is moving.

If the mobile station is moving from the second zone into
the first zone, it may wake-up for paging message 306 to
discover that it is in the area of overlap between the second
zone and the first zone. In this case, the mobile station will
subsequently wake-up for paging message 302, which is
earlier and a preferred offset for mobile stations when they
are in the area of overlap between the first and second zones.
In this case, the mobile station will still be able to check for
paging message 306 as in this overlap area the page will be
transmitted by the base station at the paging interval and the
first offset.

FIG. 4 illustrates a flow diagram 400 of an embodiment
of a fast re-page when a base station 202 is attempting to
locate a mobile station 208-212 within the wireless com-
munication network 100. The base station determines that it
needs to establish a communication session with the mobile
station because a call is intended for that mobile station or
for some other reason required by the network. To begin, the
base station 202 sends 402 a first paging message 302 a first
distance 304, which corresponds to the first zone 214. If the
first paging message is intended for mobile station 208, that
mobile station 208 will respond 404 with a response such
that the base station 202 and the mobile station 208 will
begin the desired communication session.

If the paging message is intended for another mobile
station that is not within the first zone, the base station will
not receive the expected response as the intended mobile
station is not within the first zone. Thus, the base station 202
sends 406 a second paging message 306 a second distance
310, which corresponds to the second zone 216. The second
paging message 306 is sent 406 at the first offset from the
paging interval. If the first offset is 80 msecs. the second
paging message is sent 80 msecs. after the first paging
message is sent 402. If the second paging message is
intended for the mobile station 210, which is in the second
zone 216, mobile station 210 will respond 408 with a
response such that the base station 202 and the mobile
station 210 will begin the communication session.

If the paging message is intended for another mobile
station that is not within the first zone or the second zone, the
base station will not receive the expected responses as the
intended mobile station is not within either of those zones.
Thus, the base station 202 sends 410 a third paging message
312 a third distance 314, which corresponds to the third zone
218. The third paging message 312 is sent 410 at a second
offset from the first offset. If the second offset is also 80
msecs. the third paging message is sent 160 msecs. after the
first paging message is sent. If the third paging message is
intended for mobile station 212, which is in the third zone,
mobile station 212 will respond 412 with a response such
that the base station and the mobile station 12 will being the
communication session. The method can continue for as
many zones that are created within the network 100.
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Once the base station 202 receives a response to the first,
second or third paging message, the base station 202 sends
414 a subsequent paging message at a time equal to the
paging interval from the paging message that was responded
to. In other words, the subsequent paging message is sent at
the beginning of the second paging interval if the mobile
station is in the first zone, sent at the first offset from the
second paging interval if the mobile station is in the second
zone and sent at the second offset from the second paging
interval if the mobile station is in the third zone.

FIG. 5 illustrates a flow chart 500 of a mobile station
responding to a paging message when it is moving away
from the location within the network that was last known by
the base station. In this embodiment, the base station 202
knows that the mobile station was in the first zone during the
most recent communication session when the base station
and the mobile station were transmitting and receiving
messages with one another. Thus, in the next instance where
the base station 202 intends to send a paging message to the
mobile station, the first paging message is sent 502 to the
mobile station at the beginning of the first paging interval.
The first paging message is sent in the first zone because this
is where the base station expects to find the mobile station.
It is understood, however, that the mobile station may not be
in the first zone 214 and thus may be in the second or third
zones 216, 218. Similar to the base station expecting to find
the mobile station in the first zone, the mobile station
wakes-up 504 at the first paging interval and expects to
receive the first paging message. The mobile station then
determines 506 if the first paging message has been
received. If the first paging message is received, then a
response 508 is sent back to the base station such that the
base station and mobile station transmit and receive mes-
sages. The base station understands that by responding to the
first paging message that the mobile station is in the first
zone.

On the other hand, when the first paging message is not
received by the mobile station, the mobile station determines
510 if the second paging message has been received a time
equivalent to the first offset from determining if the first
paging message has been received. The first offset is within
the paging interval. If the second paging message is receive,
a response 512 is sent back from the mobile station to the
base station such that the base station and the mobile station
begin to transmit and receive messages. The base station
understands that by responding to the second paging mes-
sage that the mobile station is in the second zone.

If the mobile station does not receive either the first or the
second paging message, it determines 514 if the third paging
message is received. The third paging message is sent a
second offset from the first offset such that the third paging
message is received within the paging interval. If the third
paging message is received, a response 516 is sent back to
the base station such that the base station and the mobile
station begin to transmit and receive messages from one
another. The base station understands that by responding to
the third paging message that the mobile station is in the
third zone.

Turning to FIG. 6, a flow chart 600 is shown that
illustrates an embodiment as mobile station is moving
towards a zone in which it was last located. In other words,
the mobile station has missed receiving any of the paging
messages during a given paging interval. In this embodi-
ment, the first zone is the zone in which the base station most
likely expects to locate the mobile station. Nonetheless, the
mobile station is not in the first zone, but is moving from a
second or third zone in the direction of the first zone. In this
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embodiment, a mobile station wakes-up 602 from a dormant
or sleep mode at a first offset from the paging interval. It
initially wakes-up at this time because it expects to be in the
second zone and to receive the second paging message. The
mobile station determines 604 if the second paging message
has been received. If the mobile station does not receive the
second paging message, it wakes-up 606 again at the second
offset from the paging interval. The mobile station deter-
mines 608 if the third paging message has been received. If
the mobile station does not receive the third paging message,
it wakes-up 610 at the second paging interval and deter-
mines 612 if the subsequent paging message has been
received. The mobile station thus responds to a paging
message in less time than having to wait a complete paging
interval between searching for paging messages. The mobile
station then sends 614 a response when the subsequent
paging message is received. In an embodiment, the mobile
station can continue to sequence through the process of
waking up at the paging intervals and offsets to determine if
a paging message has been sent.

In another embodiment, the first, second and third zones
214-218 are configured so that there are the overlap zones
318 and 320. In these areas, more than one paging message
is being received, as described. A mobile station that is in an
overlap zone will receive at least one of the paging mes-
sages. For example, the mobile station that is moving from
the first zone to the second zone may be in first overlap zone
318. The strengths of the first paging message and the
second paging message will vary depending on where within
the portion the mobile station is located and the direction in
which it is moving. Thus, the mobile station will respond to
the first paging message if it is further from the edge of the
first zone or it is moving in the direction of the first zone. The
mobile station will likewise respond to the second paging
message if it is further from the edge of the second zone or
it is moving in the direction of the second zone.

Based on the foregoing, the mobile station first wakes-up
from a stand-by, sleep or dormant mode based on its
understanding of the last zone in which it was located. Thus,
if a mobile station was last in the first zone, it will wake up
to determine if a paging message is being sent at the
beginning of the first interval. If the mobile station was last
in the second zone, it will wake-up at the first offset, and it
will wake up at the second offset if it was last in the third
zone. If the mobile station was last in one of the overlap
zones, it will wake-up next in one of the two zones that
create the overlap. The choice of which zone can be based
on a number of criteria including which zone has an earlier
wake up time, e.g. the beginning of the paging interval over
the first paging offset, the zone that has the strongest paging
message, the zone into which the mobile station was moving
when it last woke up.

In view of the foregoing, the cascading paging that occurs
in the paging interval provides numerous benefits over
hierarchical paging. In hierarchical paging, a mobile station
must wait until the next paging interval to receive a paging
message if the first paging message is sent in an area that the
mobile station is not located. According to an embodiment,
the mobile station generally will receive a paging message
in a time equivalent to a paging offset, which is significantly
less time than a paging interval. Accordingly, if the current
sector’s distance from the mobile station’s last area, e.g.
zone, the mobile station and the base station monitor the
page offset for that sector. If the distance, however, is greater
than the zone, the mobile station and base station monitor
the paging offset for zone in which the mobile station is
located. If the mobile station wakes-up in another sector or
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zone which is too late for the preferred paging interval or
offset for that sector or zone, the mobile station subsequently
wakes-up at the later offset that is within the same paging
interval. Moreover, the fast re-paging or cascading paging
minimizes the paging delay when the mobile station is not
in its last known zone and avoids a base station suffering an
entire paging interval delay after failing to find the mobile
station in the last known zone before paging the mobile
again in a neighboring zone. In addition, paging cascaded
avoids the need to pre-emptively page outside of a mobile
station’s last known zone in order to avoid additional paging
interval delays.

For fast re-paging or cascading paging, the base station
and the mobile station can agree upon a wake-up time offset
in which the paging message will be sent and responded to.
The paging offset can depend upon the distance from the last
routing area update of the mobile station such that the zone
will be the same as the distance between the mobile station’s
current sector location and its last update location. If the
mobile station is in the first zone, the mobile station will
monitor the paging interval. If the mobile station was in the
second zone when at last checked its location, the mobile
station will monitor the first offset. And the mobile station
will monitor the second offset if it is in the third zone. The
mobile station wakes-up for the preferred wake-up time/
offset for the sector in which the mobile was located in at the
time of the last wake-up. If the mobile station detects
asynchronous idle handoff like situation and it wakes-up in
a new sector that is too late for receiving the paging message
for that sector, the mobile station monitors the next paging
offset, i.e. a fast re-page, that occurs within the same paging
interval. If mobile station is closer to the base station than
expected, it monitors an earlier offset in the subsequent
paging interval. In other words, the cascaded page method
described provides for a method that permits a mobile
station to receive a paging message from a base station
without having to register with the base stations due to the
mobile station’s movements within the network.

In an alternative embodiment, the mobile may perform a
registration or a routing area update at the time of it moving
between paging zones, e.g. at the time it moves from the first
paging zone 214 to the second paging zone 216. Of course,
in other embodiments, the routing area update does not need
to be performed. This registration could be a routing area
update, or a presence registration, or any other type of call
which will achieve an implicit or explicit location updates
registration. In an embodiment, the mobile station can
perform a registration at the time it discovers that it has
moved from one zone to another zone. In this embodiment,
cascading paging can be provided because the paging delay
will be reduced as described above. In this embodiment, if
the first zone covers the entire registration zone/distance,
then immediately after or while performing a registration/
routing area update, the mobile will monitor for the second
page at the first offset from the start of the paging interval.

The mobile may also use its anticipated mobility/direction
to anticipate which paging offset it should wake-up for, e.g.
anticipating that it is departing the second paging zone in the
direction of the first paging zone. In this case, it may wake
up at 302 even though its last location was observed in the
second paging zone.

In an embodiment, the configuration of the first, second
and third zones is dynamic. The zones are configured such
that first zone is the zone in which a base station is most
likely to find a desired mobile station. This first zone may be
the sector in which the base station last communicated with
the mobile station. The second zone is the zone in which the
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base station expects to fine the mobile station if it cannot find
that mobile station in the first zone. If the zones are
configured in this way, the sector in which the base station
finds the mobile station in one communication session
becomes a part of the first zone for the next communication
session between the devices. Thus, the sectors that are a part
of any zone can change from time to time.

In yet another embodiment, the cascading paging operates
within a wireless communication network operating accord-
ing to 802.16. In this embodiment, a mobile station can be
provisioned into multiple paging groups. Thus, the first
paging group corresponds to first paging zone 214, the
second paging group corresponds to the second paging zone
216 and the third paging group corresponds to the third
paging zone 218. In addition, the first paging group utilizes
the paging interval, the second paging group utilizes the first
offset and the third paging group utilizes the second paging
offset. For 802.16, the priorities of the paging groups can be
specified and set by the network. In this way, the network
would specify which paging group has higher priority or is
the first paging zone. The mobile station will therefore wake
up at the time associated with the highest priority paging
group, which can be provisioned in the sector that the mobile
station was located in the previous time that it was active.
The paging group associated with the first zone has highest
priority, and the paging group associated with the second
zone as the next highest priority, and the paging group
associated with a third zone has the lowest priority.

Moreover, a mobile station, or access terminal, and a base
station, or access node can operate using assisted paging. In
assisted paging, the access node knows that the access
terminal may use one of two routes as it moves along a path.
The first route may correspond to a first paging zone using
the paging interval and the alternative route corresponds to
the second paging zone using the first offset. The access
node therefore attempts to contact the access terminal in the
first paging zone during the paging interval. If unsuccessful,
the access node attempts to reach the access terminal in the
second paging zone at the first offset. For example, a user
may have two routes to reach a desired destination. The
access node attempts to contact the access terminal on the
primary route at the paging interval and then attempts to
contact the access terminal on the secondary route at the first
offset. Thus, the first paging zone and the second paging
zone are associated using other criteria, e.g. routes taken,
time of day, network conditions, that are different from the
distance.

In yet another embodiment, within the 3GPP2 Rel. C
specification, the first page offset from the beginning of the
paging interval may be referred to as the fast re-page. Thus,
when the mobile determines it is in the second paging zone
and not the first, the mobile will not wake up at the
beginning of the next paging interval, but instead will wake
up at the fast re-page time, otherwise known as the first
offset from the beginning of the paging interval.

It is noted that communication networks and systems can
be configured such that after a given amount of time, i.e.
after a threshold time, the mobile station will revert to a
mode where only one paging offset regardless of the mobile
station’s location. If it has been a significantly long time
since the last routing area update, the likelihood that a
mobile station will be reached in the first paging zone is
increased. Therefore, the likelihood of reaching the mobile
station is increased if the number of paging offsets is
reduced.

In addition, a request initiated page can arrive after the
start of the paging interval and before the first paging offset,
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e.g. between paging interval and first offset. In this situation,
the base station can wait until the next paging interval before
transmitting the page. Alternatively, the network can pro-
ceed to transmit the page at the second paging offset if the
system is underloaded or that the service is particularly
delay sensitive. This configuration can also be used if it has
been a particularly long period of time since the mobile
station has been observed.
In the foregoing specification, specific embodiments have
been described. However, one of ordinary skill in the art
appreciates that various modifications and changes can be
made without departing from the scope as set forth in the
claims below. Accordingly, the specification and figures are
to be regarded in an illustrative rather than a restrictive
sense, and all such modifications are intended to be included
within the scope of present invention. The benefits, advan-
tages, solutions to problems, and any element(s) that may
cause any benefit, advantage, or solution to occur or become
more pronounced are not to be construed as a critical,
required, or essential features or elements of any or all the
claims. The invention is defined solely by the appended
claims including any amendments made during the pen-
dency of this application and all equivalents of those claims
as issued.
We claim:
1. A method comprising:
determining, by a base station, a first group of sectors
where a communication device is most likely to be
located according to one of a presence of an overload
condition indicator and membership of a cell within a
higher priority paging group;
determining, by the base station, a second group of sectors
where the communication device is most likely to be
located when the communication device is not in the
first group of sectors according to one of a presence of
an overload condition indicator and membership of a
cell within a higher priority paging group;
sending, by the base station, a first paging message in a
first zone to the communication device wherein the first
paging message is sent at the beginning of a paging
interval, wherein the first zone comprises the first group
of sectors;
receiving a response to the first paging message when the
communication device is in the first zone; and

sending, by the base station, a second paging message in
a second zone when the response to the first paging
message is not received, wherein the second zone
comprises the second group of sectors, wherein the
second paging message is sent at a first offset from the
sending of the first paging message, and wherein the
first offset occurs less than one paging interval after the
sending of the first paging message,

wherein the first paging message is sent over a first

distance, wherein the second paging message is sent
over a second distance, and wherein the first distance is
different from the second distance.

2. The method according to claim 1 wherein the second
zone includes a range that does not overlap with the first
zone such that the first paging message is not sent to the
range, and the second paging message is sent to the range,
when no page response is received after the first paging
message.

3. The method of claim 1 wherein the first paging message
is always sent at the start of the paging interval.

4. The method according to claim 1 further comprising
sending, by the base station, a third paging message in a
third zone when a response to the second paging message is
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not received wherein the third paging message is sent at a
second offset from the sending of the first paging message
within the paging interval.

5. The method according to claim 1 wherein the commu-
nication device does not perform a routing area update when 5
moving from the first zone to the second zone.

6. The method according to claim 1 wherein the commu-
nication device performs a routing area update when moving
from the first zone to the second zone.
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